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In the English curriculum the term ‘1st grade’ refers to the year group in question. The 
phrases ‘grade 5’ and ‘grade 8’ represent the evaluation grade marked in the student’s 
school report card.  
 
At the very end of the English curriculum you will find a Glossary of Terms and 
appendixes.  
The appendixes are supplementary attachments to the assessments / certificates.  
 
Appendix 1:  Content-and-Language-Integrated-Learning (CLIL) English 

Assessment  
Student’s Language Proficiency Appendix for Grade 6  

 
Appendix 2:  Content-and-Language-Integrated-Learning (CLIL) English 

Assessment  
Appendix to Basic Education Certificate for Grade 9  

 
Appendix 3:  Content-and-Language-Integrated-Learning (CLIL) English 

Assessment  
Transfer Certificate for Students Moving Abroad  

 
Appendix 4 includes guidelines for teachers to fill in the appendixes as 
supplementary attachments to assessments / certificates.  
 
 
1st grade:  
 
Goals and Learning Strategies  
 
Speaking and listening: Students learn to speak and pronounce clearly, thinking 
about the needs of their listeners. They work in small groups, as a class and joining in 
discussions. They also learn how to listen carefully to what other people are saying, 
so that they can remember the main points.  
 
Reading: Students’ interest and pleasure in reading is developed as they learn to 
read. As well as focusing on words and sentences, they work out the meaning of 
straightforward texts. Visual aids enhance this strategy.  
 
Writing: Students learn the symbolic nature of writing, the sounds and names of 
letters and how to write them. They learn the basics of phonological patterns and 
spelling. They also learn to write familiar words and brief sentences.  
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Handwriting: The school handwriting policy aims to lead students to mastering a 
quick, legible and efficient style. Students are taught a Standard Print Style first, and 
then a Standard Cursive Style (handwriting according to the Finnish school system).  
 
Contents  
 

 Developing phonic skills  
 Letter formation and articulation  
 Recognizing common words, rhyming words, word families  
 Reading stories  
 Expanding vocabulary  
 Writing simple sentences and short pieces of text, spelling  
 Listening to stories and engaging in group discussions  
 Sharing own experiences and making predictions  

 
Language structure  
 

 Phonemes 
 Letter sounds (graphemes) 
 Short and long vowel, consonants  
 Segmenting and blending 
 Grapheme – phoneme correspondences and phoneme – grapheme 

correspondences 
 The alphabet 
 The ordinal numbers  
 Simple language structures, such as pronouns (he / she / it), a basic use of 

apostrophe (it is – it’s, he is – he’s)  
 Simple adjectives, prepositions, basic conjunctions  
 Silent –e  

 
Literature  
 

 Narrative  
 Stories with familiar settings  
 Traditional fairy tales  
 Stories about fantasy worlds  

 Non-narrative  
 Instructions  
 Lists  

 Poetry  
 Rhymes  

 
Evaluation  



4 
 

 
Proficiency level for skills below average (grade 5)  
 
Listening Comprehension: A1.2 

 Can understand a limited number of words, short sentences, questions and 
requests of a personal or immediate nature.  

 Struggles to understand even simple utterances without explicit contextual 
cues.  

 Requires significant help: slower speech, repetition, pointing, and translation.  
 
Speaking Skills: A1.1  

 Can answer simple questions about personal details in short sentences. 
Interaction relies on the conversational partner and the speaker may need to 
resort to his/her mother tongue or gestures.  

 Speech may contain frequent long pauses, repetitions and breakdowns.  
 Pronunciation may cause major problems of understanding.  
 Can use a very limited basic vocabulary and some standard memorized 

phrases.  
 Cannot express himself/herself freely, but the few formulaic utterances that 

he/she can manage may be relatively free of mistakes.  
 
Reading Comprehension: A1.1  

 Is familiar with the alphabet, but understands little of the text.  
 Recognizes a small number of familiar words and short phrases and can tie 

these in with pictures.  
 Has a very limited ability to understand an unfamiliar word even in very 

predictable contexts.  
 
Writing Skills: below A1.1  

 Can only understand a few expressions when listening to others.  
 Can only communicate using a few expressions.  
 Can only write a few letters and common words.  
 Can only express himself/herself using a limited vocabulary.  

 
Proficiency level for good skills (grade 8)  
 
Listening Comprehension: A1.3  

 Can understand simple utterances (personal questions and everyday 
instructions, requests and warnings) in routine discussions with support from 
context.  

 Can follow simple discussions related to concrete situations or personal 
experience.  
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 Can only understand simple messages if delivered in standard dialect, at a 
slower than normal rate and addressed to him/her personally. 

 
Speaking Skills: A1.3  

 Can briefly describe himself/herself and his/her immediate surroundings 
(environment, family, situation, etc.). Can manage in the most straightforward 
dialogues and interactive situations. Sometimes requires help from the 
conversational partner.  

 Can express himself/herself fluently in the most familiar sequences, but pauses 
and breaks are very evident in other parts of speech.  

 Pronunciation may sometimes cause misunderstandings.  
 Can use a limited number of short memorised expressions, the most essential 

vocabulary and basic sentence structure.  
 Plenty of basic grammatical errors occur frequently even in elementary speech.  

 
Reading Comprehension: A1.3  

 Can read familiar and some unfamiliar words. Can understand very short 
messages dealing with everyday life and routine events or giving simple 
instructions.  

 Can locate specific information required in a short text (postcards, weather 
forecasts).  

 Reading and understanding of even brief passages of text is very slow and 
limited.  

 
Writing Skills: A1.2  

 Can communicate immediate needs in brief sentences.  
 Can write a few sentences and phrases about himself/herself and his/her 

immediate situation (such as answers to questions or notes).  
 Can use some basic words and phrases and write very simple main clauses.  
 Memorized phrases may be written accurately, but prone to a very wide variety 

of errors even in the most elementary free writing.  
 

* * * * * 
 
2nd grade:  
 
Goals and Learning Strategies  
 
Speaking and listening: Students learn to sustain concentration while listening and 
take turns in speaking. They learn to explain their own behaviour and views and take 
part in frequent group and class discussions. They also learn to develop questioning 
skills and make comparisons.  
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Reading: Students share and explain their reactions to texts commenting on 
important aspects and making imaginative links to their own experiences. They 
recognize words with common spelling patterns and how word order affects meaning.  
 
Writing: Students spell the words in a recognizable way based on an awareness of 
the most common spelling strings and patterns. They learn to put words into 
alphabetical order and use dictionaries. Students write simple stories and narrative 
texts about feelings and experiences learning to use capital letters, full stops and 
question marks.  
 
Handwriting: By the end of the second year students learn to write in a Standard 
Cursive Style.  
 
Contents  
 

 Plurals and pronouns  
 Alphabetical order  
 Dictionary work  
 Writing simple stories and narrative texts  
 Listening to stories and drawing and writing about it  
 Reading different kinds of stories  
 Basic spelling  

 
Language structure  
 

 Demonstratives 
 The present simple of  ‘be’  
 Can for ability 
 Have got 
 Prepositions of place 
 Possessive adjectives 
 The present simple 
 The present simple of like 
 Prepositions of time 
 The conjunction  ‘and’ 
 Comparative adjectives 
 The past simple of  ‘be’ 

 
Literature  
 

 Narrative  
 Stories with a familiar setting  
 Plot and characters  
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 Traditional fairy tales  
 Traditional stories  
 Stories about fantasy worlds  

 Non-narrative  
 Instructions  
 Invitations  
 Letters  
 Recounts  

 Poetry  
 Rhymes  
 Poetry to write and perform  

 
Evaluation  
 
Proficiency level for skills below average (grade 5)  
 
Listening Comprehension: A1.2  

 Can understand a limited number of words, short sentences, questions and 
requests of a personal or immediate nature.  

 Struggles to understand even simple utterances without explicit contextual 
cues.  

 Requires significant help: slower speech, repetition, pointing, and translation.  
 
Speaking Skills: A1.2  

 Can communicate some immediate needs in a limited manner and ask and 
answer in dialogues about basic personal details. Requires frequent help from 
the conversational partner.  

 Speech contains pauses and other breaks.  
 Pronunciation may often cause misunderstandings.  
 Can use a very limited basic vocabulary, some contextual expressions and 

some elements of basic grammar.  
 A very wide variety of errors occur even in elementary speech.  

 
Reading Comprehension: A1.2  

 Can understand names, signs and other very short and simple texts related to 
immediate needs.  

 Can identify specific information in simple text, provided he/she can reread it 
as required.  

 Has a limited ability to understand an unfamiliar word even in very predictable 
contexts.  

 
Writing Skills: above A1.1  

 Can communicate immediate needs using very brief expressions.  
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 Can write the language’s alphabets and numbers in letters, write down his/her 
basic personal details and write some familiar words and phrases.  

 Can use a number of isolated words and phrases.  
 Cannot express himself/herself freely, but can write a few words and 

expressions accurately.   
 Can spell a limited amount of words with increasing accuracy.  
 Can spell words in a recognizable way based on an awareness of the most 

common spelling strings and patterns.  
 
Proficiency level for good skills (grade 8)  
 
Listening Comprehension: A2.1  

 Can understand simple speech or follow discussions about topics of immediate 
personal relevance.  

 Can understand the main content of brief and simple discussions and messages 
of personal interest (instructions, announcements) and follow changes of topic 
on the TV news.  

 
Speaking Skills: A2.1  

 Can describe his/her immediate surroundings in a few short sentences. Can 
handle simple social exchanges and the most common interactive situations. 
Can initiate and close brief dialogues, but can rarely maintain a longer 
conversation.  

 Can produce some familiar sequences fluently, but pauses and false starts are 
frequent and very evident.  

 Pronunciation is understandable, although a foreign accent is very evident and 
mispronunciations may cause occasional misunderstandings.  

 Commands easily predictable vocabulary and many of the most essential 
structures (such as past tenses and connectors).  

 Masters the most basic grammar in elementary free speech, but still makes 
many errors even in basic structures.  

 
Reading Comprehension: A2.1  

 Can understand simple texts containing the most common vocabulary 
(personal letters, brief news items, everyday user instructions).  

 Can understand the main points and some details of a few paragraphs of text. 
Can locate and compare specific information and can draw very simple 
inferences based on context.  

 Reading and understanding of even brief passages of text is limited and slow.  
 
Writing Skills: A2.1  

 Can manage in the most routine everyday situations in writing.  
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 Can write brief, simple messages (personal letters, notes), which are related to 
everyday needs, and simple, enumerated descriptions of very familiar topics 
(real or imaginary people, events, personal or family plans).  

 Can use concrete vocabulary related to basic needs, basic tenses and co-
ordinate sentences joined by simple conjunctions (and, but).  

 Can write the most simple words and structures with reasonable accuracy, but 
makes frequent basic errors (tenses, inflection) and uses many awkward 
expressions in free writing.  

 
* * * * * 

 
3rd grade:  
 
Goals and Learning Strategies  
 
Speaking and listening: Students learn to speak fluently and confidently to different 
people. They learn to tell stories, read aloud and recite, describe events and 
experiences. They learn to listen, understand and respond appropriately to others, 
taking into account what they say. They learn to make relevant comments and ask 
questions to clarify their understanding.  
 
Reading: Students read enthusiastically a range of materials with fluency, accuracy, 
and understanding. They develop their understanding of fiction and non-fiction texts 
by identifying and describing characters, events, and settings. They learn to respond 
in different ways to what they read.  
 
Writing: Students start to enjoy writing and see the value of it. The acquired skill of 
writing is a tool for expressing their thoughts and ideas. Students learn to put ideas 
into sentences, use a clear structure of beginning, middle and end to organise their 
writing and vary their writing to suit the purpose and reader. They also use the texts 
they read as models for their own writing. In order to develop their writing, students 
are taught to write familiar words and attempt unfamiliar ones, assemble and develop 
ideas on paper and on screen, and plan and review their writing. Students are also 
taught how to use capital letters, full stops, question marks, commas and speech 
marks.  
 
Content  
 

 Reading with increasing fluency both fiction and non-fiction  
 Spelling of high frequency words  
 Writing stories and articles  
 Using dictionaries  
 Recognizing prefixes and suffixes  
 Learning present and past tense  
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 Learning synonyms, antonyms and irregular plurals  
 Acting out scripts, performing poems and rhymes with expression  
 Commenting on performances, making predictions  
 Reading different kinds of stories  

 
Language structure 
 

 Nouns 
 Verbs 
 Adjectives 
 Plurals 
 Past tense 
 Pronouns 
 Sentence 
 Synonyms, antonyms 
 Prepositions 
 Articles  
 Apostrophe  

 
Literature  
 

 Narrative 
 Structure of a narrative (event, problem, conclusion)  
 Adventure and mystery  
 Dialogue and place  

 Non-narrative  
 Diaries and letters  
 Chronological accounts  
 Explanations  
 Book reports  

 Poetry  
 Poetry to read, write and perform  
 Poems on a theme  

 
Evaluation  
 
Proficiency level for skills below average (grade 5)  
 
Listening Comprehension: A1.3  

 Can understand simple utterances (personal questions and everyday 
instructions, requests and warnings) in routine discussions with support from 
context.  
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 Can follow simple discussions related to concrete situations or personal 
experience.  

 Can only understand even simple messages if delivered in standard dialect, at a 
slower than normal rate and addressed to him/her personally. 

 
Speaking Skills: A1.3  

 Can briefly describe himself/herself and his/her immediate surroundings. Can 
manage in the most straightforward dialogues and interactive situations. 
Sometimes requires help from the conversational partner.  

 Can express himself/herself fluently in the most familiar sequences, but pauses 
and breaks are very evident in other sections of speech.  

 Pronunciation may sometimes cause misunderstandings.  
 Can use a limited number of short memorised expressions, the most essential 

vocabulary and basic sentence structure.  
 Plenty of basic grammatical errors occur frequently even in elementary speech.  

 
Reading Comprehension: A1.3  

 Can read familiar and some unfamiliar words. Can understand very short 
messages dealing with everyday life and routine events or giving simple 
instructions.  

 Can locate specific information required in a short text (postcards, weather 
forecasts).  

 Reading and understanding of even brief passages of text is very limited and 
slow.  

 
Writing Skills: A1.2  

 Can communicate immediate needs in brief sentences.  
 Can write a few sentences and phrases about himself/herself and his/her 

immediate circle (such as answers to questions or notes).  
 Can use some basic words and phrases and write very simple main clauses.  
 Memorized phrases may be written accurately, but prone to a very wide variety 

of errors even in the most elementary free writing.  
 
Proficiency level for good skills (grade 8)  
 
Listening comprehension: A2.2  

 Can understand enough to be able to meet the needs of a concrete type. Can 
form a very rough idea of the main points of clear factual speech.  

 Can generally recognise the topic of discussion around him/her. Can 
understand everyday vocabulary and a very limited number of idioms in 
contextual speech dealing with familiar or general topics.  

 Can only understand even a simple message if delivered in clear and slow 
standard dialect. May have to ask for repetition quite often.  
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Speaking Skills: A2.2  

 Can give a small, enumerated description of his/her immediate situation and its 
everyday aspects. Can take part in routine discussions about personal details or 
interests. May need help in conversation and may avoid certain themes.  

 Speech is sometimes fluent, but different types of breaks are very evident.  
 Pronunciation is intelligible, even if a foreign accent is evident and 

mispronunciations occur.  
 Has a fairly good command of high-frequency everyday vocabulary and some 

idiomatic expressions. Can use several simple and also a few demanding 
structures.  

 More extended free speech contains plenty of basic mistakes (such as verb 
tenses), which may sometimes impair understanding. 

 
Reading Comprehension: above A2.2  

 Can understand the main points and some details of messages consisting of a 
few paragraphs in fairly demanding everyday contexts (advertisements, letters, 
menus, timetables) and factual texts (user instructions, brief news items).  

 Can acquire easily predictable new information about familiar topics from a 
few paragraphs of clearly structured text. Can infer meanings of unfamiliar 
words based on their form and context.  

 Will often need rereading and reference material to understand a text passage.  
 Can read regularly with support, increasing independence in reading, 

including reading aloud.  
 Can self-correct reading errors when text does not make sense.  

 
Writing Skills: A2.2  

 Can manage routine everyday situations in writing.  
 Can write very short, simple descriptions of events, past actions and personal 

experiences or everyday things in his/her living environment (brief letters, 
notes, applications, telephone messages).  

 Commands basic everyday vocabulary, structures and the most common 
cohesive devices.  

 Can write simple words and structures accurately, but makes mistakes in less 
common structures and forms and uses awkward expressions. 

 
* * * * * 

 
4th grade:  
 
Goals and Learning Strategies  
 



13 
 

Speaking and listening: Students learn to speak with clarity and use appropriate 
intonation, animation and expression when reading and reciting texts or conveying 
information. Students also learn to explain their own behaviour and views. They 
should learn to tell real and imagined stories using the conventions of familiar story 
language. In group discussions and interaction students learn to take different views 
into account and give reasons for opinions and actions. Students should be taught to 
create and sustain roles individually and when working with others when 
participating in a range of drama activities.  
Students should be able to comprehend main ideas in simple passages of information 
or explanation given orally. They should also be able to follow up others’ points and 
show whether they agree or disagree in whole class discussion.  
 
Reading: Students learn to read extensively and discuss personal reading with others. 
They are taught to recognize specific parts of words, including prefixes, suffixes, 
inflectional endings and plurals. In order to develop their understanding of fiction, 
poetry and drama, students should be taught to identify and describe characters, 
events and settings in fiction and patterns of rhythm, rhyme and sounds.  
 
Writing: Students start to enjoy writing and see the value of it. They learn to 
communicate meaning in narrative and non-fiction texts and learn to spell more 
correctly. Students learn to identify how character and setting are created, and how 
plot, narrative structure and themes are developed.  
 
Contents  
 

 Interaction in pairs and groups making plans and investigating, sharing ideas 
and experiences, commenting and reporting  

 Working in role, presenting drama and stories to others  
 Listening to peers and adults giving detailed explanations and presentations  
 Listening to recordings and digital materials  
 Reading print and ICT based information texts  
 Reading short novels, stories, etc.  
 Stories, plays and poems by significant children’s authors  
 Using dictionaries, encyclopaedias and thesauruses to extend and develop 

vocabulary  
 Writing extended stories using settings and characterisation  
 Organizing text into paragraphs   
 Making notes and writing about ideas encountered in other areas of the 

curriculum (problem solving in maths, Environmental Studies, religion / 
ethics)  

 
Language structure 
 

 ‘Be’, ‘have got’ questions 



14 
 

 Present simple: affirmative, negative and questions 
 Yes/no and wh-questions 
 Adverbs of  frequency 
 Present continuous v. present simple 
 Object pronouns 
 Past simple 
 Regular and irregular verbs 
 Countable and uncountable nouns 
 ‘a/an’, ‘the’, ‘some’, ‘any’,’ how much’, ‘how many’, ‘a little’,’ a few’ 
 ‘How’ questions 
 ‘Going to’ 
 Adjectives and adverbs  

 
Literature  
 

 Narrative  
 Adventure and mystery  
 Stories from other cultures  
 Stories with historical settings  

 Non-narrative  
 Reflective writing  
 Journalistic writing  
 Book reports  

 
Evaluation  
 
Proficiency level for skills below average (grade 5)  
 
Listening Comprehension: A2.1  

 Can understand simple speech or follow discussions about topics of immediate 
personal relevance.  

 Can understand the main content of brief and simple discussions and messages 
of personal interest (instructions, announcements) and follow changes of topic 
on the TV news.  

 
Speaking Skills: A2.1  

 Can describe his/her immediate surroundings in a few short sentences. Can 
handle simple social exchanges and the most common service situations. Can 
initiate and close brief dialogues, but can rarely maintain a longer conversation.  

 Can produce some familiar sequences fluently, but pauses and false starts are 
frequent and very evident.  

 Pronunciation is understandable, although a foreign accent is very evident and 
mispronunciations may cause occasional misunderstandings.  
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 Commands easily predictable vocabulary and many of the most essential 
structures (such as past tenses and connectors).  

 Masters the most basic grammar in elementary free speech, but still makes 
many errors even in basic structures.  

 
Reading Comprehension: A2.1  

 Can understand simple texts containing the most common vocabulary 
(personal letters, brief news items, everyday user instructions).  

 Can understand the main points and some details of a few paragraphs of text. 
Can locate and compare specific information and can draw very simple 
inferences based on context.  

 Reading and understanding of even brief passages of text is slow.  
 
Writing Skills: A2.1  

 Can manage in the most routine everyday situations in writing.  
 Can write brief, simple messages (personal letters, notes), which are related to 

everyday needs, and simple, enumerated descriptions of very familiar topics 
(real or imaginary people, events, personal or family plans).  

 Can use concrete vocabulary related to basic needs, basic tenses and co-
ordinate sentences joined by simple connectors (and, but).  

 Can write the most simple words and structures with reasonable accuracy, but 
makes frequent basic errors (tenses, inflection) and uses many awkward 
expressions in free writing.  

 
Proficiency level for good skills (grade 8)  
 
Listening Comprehension: B1.2  

 Can understand clear factual information related to familiar and fairly general 
topics in fairly demanding contexts (indirect enquiries, job-related discussions, 
predictable telephone messages).  

 Can understand the main points and the most important details of more 
extended formal and informal discussions conducted around him/her.  

 Understanding requires standard language or a relatively familiar accent and 
occasional repetition and reformulation. Fast discussions between native 
speakers and unfamiliar details in unknown topics cause problems.  

 
Speaking Skills: B1.1  

 Can describe familiar things in some detail. Can handle the most common 
everyday situations and informal exchanges in the language area. Can 
communicate topics of personal relevance even in slightly more demanding 
situations. Sustained presentations or abstract topics cause obvious difficulties.  

 Can keep up intelligible speech, even if pauses and hesitation occur in longer 
sequences.  
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 Pronunciation is clearly intelligible, even if a foreign accent is sometimes 
evident and mispronunciations occur to some extent.  

 Can use relatively extensive everyday vocabulary and some high-frequency 
phrases and idioms. Can use a variety of different structures.  

 Grammatical errors are common in longer sequences of free speech (such as 
missing articles and suffixes), but they rarely weaken understanding.  

 
Reading Comprehension: B1.1  

 Can read a few pages of a wide variety of texts about familiar topics (tables, 
calendars, course programmes, cookery books), following the main points, key 
words and important details even without preparation.  

 Can follow the main points, key words and important details of a few pages of 
text dealing with a familiar topic.  

 Understanding of text details and topics not dealing with everyday experience 
may be lacking.  

 
Writing Skills: B1.1  

 Can write an intelligible text about familiar, factual or imaginary topics of 
personal interest, also conveying some detailed everyday information.  

 Can write a clearly formulated cohesive text by connecting isolated phrase to 
create longer sequences (letters, descriptions, stories, telephone messages). Can 
effectively communicate familiar information in the most common forms of 
written communication.  

 Has sufficient command of vocabulary and structures to formulate most texts 
used in familiar situations, even if interference and evident circumlocutions 
occur.  

 Routine language material and basic structures are by now relatively accurate, 
but some more demanding structures and phrases still cause problems.  

 
* * * * * 

 
5th grade:  
 
Goals and Learning Strategies  
 
Speaking and listening: Students learn to speak with confidence in a range of 
contexts, adapting their speech for a range of purposes and audiences. The range 
should include reading aloud, speaking to different people, group discussions, and 
presenting to different audiences. Students should be taught to speak audibly and 
clearly, choose material that is relevant to the topic and to the listeners, and to make 
contributions relevant to the topic and take turns in discussion.  
They learn to listen, understand and respond appropriately to others, taking politely 
into account what they say. Students learn to ask relevant questions to clarify, extend 
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and follow up ideas. The range should include opportunities for students to listen to 
live talks, readings, presentations, recordings, and to others in groups.  
 
Reading: Students read enthusiastically a range of materials and use their knowledge 
of words, sentences and texts to understand and respond to the meaning. They 
increase their ability to read more challenging texts independently.  
To read with fluency, accuracy and understanding, the students should be taught to 
identify and describe characters, events and settings, as well as to express preferences 
and to give reasons. They should also be taught to use their knowledge of sequence 
and story language when they are retelling stories and predicting events.  
 
Writing: Students develop an understanding that writing is both essential to thinking 
and learning, and enjoyable in its own right.  
Students should be taught to broaden their vocabulary and vary their writing to suit 
the purpose and the reader. They should be taught to use a clear structure to organise 
their writing, sequence events and recount them in appropriate detail, and use the 
texts they read as models for their own writing. Students should be taught to plan and 
review their writing, discussing the quality of what is written.  
Students should be taught how punctuation helps a reader understand what is written, 
and to use punctuation marks correctly in their writing, including full stops, question 
and exclamation marks, inverted commas, and apostrophes to mark possession and 
omission.  
 
Contents  
 

 Reading aloud, speaking and presenting to different audiences  
 Drama performances  
 Listening to readings, presentations, recordings and to others in pairs and 

groups  
 Reading various material (including e-material)  
 Reading novels, short stories, etc.  
 Writing to suit the purpose and the reader  
 Organizing, planning and reviewing texts  

 
Language structure 
 

 Present simple 
 Adverbs of frequency 
 Present continuous 
 Comparative and superlative adjectives 
 Past simple 
 Irregular verbs 
 Some and any 
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 Present perfect 
 Articles 
 ‘Will’ 
 Present continuous for future 

 
Literature  
 

 Novels and stories  
 Book reports  
 Presentations  

 
Evaluation  
 
Proficiency level for skills below average (grade 5)  
 
Listening Comprehension: A2.2  

 Can understand enough to be able to meet the needs of a concrete type. Can 
form a very rough idea of the main points in clear factual speech.  

 Can generally recognise the topic of discussion around him/her. Can 
understand everyday vocabulary and a very limited number of idioms in 
contextual speech dealing with familiar or general topics.  

 Can only understand even a simple message if delivered in clear and slow 
standard dialect. May have to ask for repetition quite often.  

 
Speaking Skills: A2.2  

 Can give a small, enumerated description of his/her immediate circle and its 
everyday aspects. Can take part in routine discussions about personal details or 
interests. May need help in conversation and may avoid certain themes.  

 Speech is sometimes fluent, but different types of breaks are very evident.  
 Pronunciation is intelligible, even if a foreign accent is evident and 

mispronunciations occur.  
 Has a fairly good command of high-frequency everyday vocabulary and some 

idiomatic expressions. Can use several simple and also a few demanding 
structures.  

 More extended free speech contains plenty of basic mistakes (such as verb 
tenses), which may sometimes impair understanding.  

 
Reading Comprehension: A2.2  

 Can understand the main points and some details of messages consisting of a 
few paragraphs in fairly demanding everyday contexts (advertisements, letters, 
menus, timetables) and factual texts (user instructions, brief news items).  
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 Can acquire easily predictable new information about familiar topics from a 
few paragraphs of clearly structured text. Can infer meanings of unfamiliar 
words based on their form and context.  

 Will often need rereading and reference material to understand a text passage.  
 
Writing Skills: A2.2  

 Can manage routine everyday situations in writing.  
 Can write very short, simple descriptions of events, past actions and personal 

experiences or everyday things in his/her living environment (brief letters, 
notes, applications, telephone messages).  

 Commands basic everyday vocabulary, structures and the most common 
cohesive devices.  

 Can write simple words and structures accurately, but makes mistakes in less 
common structures and forms and uses awkward expressions.  

 
Proficiency level for good skills (grade 8)  
 
Listening Comprehension: B1.2  

 Can understand clear factual information related to familiar and fairly general 
topics in fairly demanding contexts (indirect enquiries, job-related discussions, 
predictable telephone messages).  

 Can understand the main points and the most important details of more 
extended formal and informal discussions conducted around him/her.  

 Understanding requires standard language or a relatively familiar accent and 
occasional repetition and reformulation. Fast discussions between native 
speakers and unfamiliar details in unknown topics cause problems.  

 
Speaking Skills: B1.2  

 Can speak about common concrete topics, using descriptions, specifications 
and comparisons, and can also explain other topics, such as films, books or 
music. Can communicate with confidence in a majority of common situations. 
Linguistic expression may not always be very accurate.  

 Can express himself/herself with relative ease. Even if pauses and breaks 
occur, speech continues and the message is conveyed.  

 Pronunciation is very intelligible, even if stress and intonation do not quite 
match the target language.  

 Can use a relatively broad vocabulary and common idioms. Can also use 
various structures and even complex sentences.  

 Grammatical errors occur to some extent, but they rarely affect even more 
extended communication.  

 
Reading Comprehension: B1.2  
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 Can read a few paragraphs of text about many different topics (newspaper 
articles, brochures, user instructions, simple literature) and can also handle 
texts requiring some inference in practical situations of personal relevance.  

 Can locate and combine information from several texts consisting of a few 
pages in order to complete a specific task.  

 Some details and nuances may remain unclear in longer texts.  
 
Writing Skills: B1.2  

 Can write personal and even more public messages, describing news and 
expressing his/her thoughts about familiar abstract and cultural topics, such as 
music or films.  

 Can write a few paragraphs of structured text (lecture notes, brief summaries 
and accounts based on a clear discussion or presentation). Can provide some 
supporting detail to the main ideas and keep the reader in mind.  

 Commands vocabulary and structures required for a relatively wide range of 
writing. Can express co-ordination and subordination.  

 Can write intelligible and relatively accurate language, even if errors occur in 
demanding situations, text organisation and style and even if the influence of 
the mother tongue or another language is noticeable.  
 

* * * * * 
 
6th grade:  
 
Goals and Learning Strategies  
 
Speaking and listening: Students learn to take varied roles in groups giving them 
opportunities to contribute to situations with different demands. They also learn to 
respond appropriately to others, thinking about what has been said and the language 
used. They learn to use vocabulary and syntax that enables them to communicate 
more complex meanings.  
Students should be taught to identify the gist of an account or key points in a 
discussion, and evaluate what they hear. They should learn how to ask relevant 
questions, to clarify, extend and follow up ideas. In group discussions and interaction 
students should deal politely with opposing points of view.  
 
Reading: Students learn to increase their ability to read challenging and lengthy texts 
independently. They also learn to reflect on the meaning of texts, analysing and 
discussing them with others. Students should be taught to use the basic knowledge of 
grammatical structures and contextual understanding. Students are encouraged to 
look for meaning in texts beyond the literal, make connections between different 
parts of a text (for example, how stories begin and end, what has been included and 
omitted).  
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Writing: Students learn the main rules and conventions of written English, and start 
to explore how the English language can be used to express meaning in different 
ways. The students are taught to use the planning, drafting and editing process to 
improve their work and to sustain their fiction and non-fiction writing.  
 
Contents  
 

 Telling a story using notes  
 Presenting a topic logically  
 Discussing a wide variety of topics relevant to age, interest and themes taught 

in class  
 Listening actively to discussions or debates and responding to them in an 

appropriate manner  
 Listening to a variety of poems, drama, etc. from different countries  
 Listening to and appreciating age appropriate stories, poems and plays 

performed by peers  
 Reading independently for a specific purpose  
 Reading novels, short stories, etc.  
 In writing, broadening the student’s vocabulary for using it in inventive ways  
 Using a range of appropriate strategies to edit, proofread and correct spelling in 

their own  work, on paper and on screen  
 
Language structure 
 

 Present simple and continuous 
 Past simple 
 ‘Some’, ‘any’, ‘much’, ‘many’, ‘a lot’, ‘a few’ 
 Comparatives and superlatives 
 Present perfect 
 ‘Will’ and ‘going to’ 
 ‘Must’, ‘mustn’t’ and ‘needn’t’ 
 Second conditional 
 Past perfect 
 The passive (present simple) 
 Verb + infinitive or –ing form 
 Past simple and continuous 
 ‘(not) as…as’, ‘too’, ‘enough’ 
 Present perfect and past simple 
 Zero conditional ,’may’, ‘might’ and ‘could’ 
 First conditional 
 ‘I wish’ 
 Reported speech 
 The passive (other tenses) 
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Literature  
 

 Novels and stories  
 Book reports  
 Presentations  
 Reading logs, journals  

 
Evaluation  
 
Proficiency level for skills below average (grade 5)  
 
Listening Comprehension: B1.1  

 Can understand the main points and key details of speech dealing with themes 
regularly encountered in school, work or leisure, including brief narration. Can 
catch the main points of the radio news, in films, on TV programmes and on 
clear telephone messages.  

 Can follow speech based on shared experience or general knowledge. Can 
understand high-frequency vocabulary and a limited number of idioms.  

 Can understand longer messages if delivered in standard dialect, which is 
slower and clearer than normal. May have to ask for repetition from time to 
time.  

 
Speaking Skills: B1.1  

 Can describe familiar things in some detail. Can handle the most common 
everyday situations and informal exchanges in the language area. Can 
communicate topics of personal relevance even in slightly more demanding 
situations. Sustained presentations or abstract topics cause obvious difficulties.  

 Can keep up intelligible speech, even if pauses and hesitation occur in longer 
sequences.  

 Pronunciation is clearly intelligible, even if a foreign accent is sometimes 
evident and mispronunciations occur to some extent.  

 Can use relatively extensive everyday vocabulary and some high-frequency 
phrases and idioms. Can use a variety of different structures.  

 Grammatical errors are common in longer sequences of free speech (such as 
missing articles and suffixes), but they rarely affect understanding.  

 
Reading Comprehension: B1.1  

 Can read a few pages of a wide variety of texts about familiar topics (tables, 
calendars, course programmes, cookery books), following the main points, key 
words and important details even without preparation.  

 Can follow the main points, key words and important details of a few pages of 
text dealing with a familiar topic.  
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 Understanding of text details and topics not dealing with everyday experience 
may be lacking.  

 
Writing Skills: A2.2  

 Can manage routine everyday situations in writing.  
 Can write very short, simple descriptions of events, past actions and personal 

experiences or everyday things in his/her living environment (brief letters, 
notes, applications, telephone messages).  

 Commands basic everyday vocabulary, structures and the most common 
cohesive devices.  

 Can write simple words and structures accurately, but makes mistakes in less 
common structures and forms and uses awkward expressions.  

 
Proficiency level for good skills (grade 8)  
 
Listening Comprehension: B2.1  

 Can understand clear factual information related to familiar and fairly general 
topics in fairly demanding contexts (indirect enquiries, job-related discussions, 
predictable telephone messages).  

 Can understand the main points and the most important details of more 
extended formal and informal discussions conducted around him/her.  

 Understanding requires standard language or a relatively familiar accent and 
occasional repetition and reformulation. Fast discussions between native 
speakers and unfamiliar details in unknown topics cause problems.  

 
Speaking Skills: B2.1  

 Can give clear, accurate descriptions of a variety of topics within his/her sphere 
of experience, talk about impressions and highlight the personal significance of 
events and experiences. Can play an active role in the majority of practical and 
social situations and in fairly formal discussions. Can communicate regularly 
with native speakers without unintentionally amusing or irritating them. 
Linguistic expression is not always completely elegant.  

 Can produce stretches of speech with a fairly even tempo and few longer 
pauses.  

 Pronunciation and intonation are clear and natural.  
 Can diversely use language structures and relatively broad vocabulary, 

including idiomatic and abstract repertoire. Shows an increasing ability to react 
appropriately to the formal requirements of the situation.  

 Grammatical control is fairly good and occasional errors do not usually affect 
understanding.  

 
Reading Comprehension: B2.1  
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 Can read a few pages of text independently (newspaper articles, short stories, 
popular fiction, and nonfiction, reports and detailed instructions) about his/her 
own field or general topics. Texts may deal with abstract, conceptual or 
vocational subjects and contain facts, attitudes and opinions.  

 Can identify the meaning of a text and its writer and locate several different 
details in a long text. Can quickly identify the content of a text and the 
relevance of new information to decide whether closer study is worthwhile.  

 Difficulties only occur with idioms and cultural allusions in longer texts.  
 
Writing Skills: above B1.2 

 Can write personal and even more public messages, describing news and 
expressing his/her thoughts about familiar abstract and cultural topics, such as 
music or films.  

 Can write a few paragraphs of structured text (lecture notes, brief summaries 
and accounts based on a clear discussion or presentation). Can provide some 
supporting detail to the main ideas and keep the reader in mind.  

 Commands vocabulary and structures required for a relatively wide range of 
writing. Can express co-ordination and subordination.  

 Can write intelligible and relatively accurate language, even if errors occur in 
demanding situations, text organisation and style and even if the influence of 
the mother tongue or another language is noticeable.  

 Can show imagination through the language used to create emphasis, humour, 
atmosphere or suspense.  

 Can write in more depth and detail about experiences, explanations and 
persuasive texts.  

 
* * * * *  

 
In the grades 7-9 competence in reading, writing, speaking and listening enables 
students to be successful and engaged with the world beyond the classroom. They 
will be able to communicate effectively and function in a wide range of situations and 
contexts.  
Students will develop critical understanding when they examine uses of language and 
forms of media and communication, including literary texts, information texts and the 
spoken world.  
Instruction should include the use of various technical devices to encourage students 
to be able to use multimedia as a tool of learning. Students will develop ICT skills 
across a range of programmes and contexts, considering appropriate design and 
layout. 
Creativity in English will extend beyond narrative and poetry to other forms and uses 
of language. Students may progress to higher levels of understanding and become 
independent in their use of language.  


